MEW YORK STATE

Adirondack

parkagency

RESCLUTI ON AND SEQRA FI NDI NGS
ADOPTED BY THE ADI RONDACK PARK AGENCY
W TH RESPECT TO THE
VWH TEFACE MOUNTAI N SKI CENTER | NTENSI VE USE AREA
UNI T MANAGEMENT PLAN AMVENDVENT

June 13, 2013

WHEREAS, section 816 of the Adirondack Park Agency Act
directs the A ynpic Regional Devel opnent Authority (ORDA) and
t he Departnent of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to devel op
in consultation with the Adirondack Park Agency, i ndividual
managenent plans for units of land classified in the Master Plan
for Managenent of State Lands and requires such managenent plans
to conformto the guidelines and criteria of the Master Pl an;
and

WHEREAS, in addition to such guidelines and criteria, the
Adi rondack Park State Land Master Pl an prescribes the contents
of unit managenent plans and provides that the Adirondack Park
Agency will determ ne whether a proposed individual unit
managenent plan conplies with such guidelines and criteria; and

WHEREAS, the O ynpic Regi onal Devel opnent Authority has
prepared a unit managenent plan anendnment for the Witeface
Mount ai n Ski Center Intensive Use Area, dated April 2013, which
i ncludes a proposal to replace the Ski Patrol Building on Little
Wi t ef ace Mountain; and

WHEREAS, the replacenent Ski Patrol Building on Little
Wi teface Mountain will house communi cations infrastructure for
the Essex County and New York State Police public safety
comuni cati ons system and shared m crowave network authorized by
APA Project Order and Findings 2012-128 and APA Order 2012-128-5
Wi t ef ace i ssued Decenber 18, 2012; and

WHEREAS, this action is a Type | action pursuant to 6 NYCRR
Part 617 and 9 NYCRR 586 for which the A ynpic Regional
Devel opnent Agency is the | ead agency and the Departnent of
Envi ronmental Conservation and the Adirondack Park Agency are
i nvol ved Agenci es; and
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WHEREAS, a notice of acceptance of a Draft Suppl enenta
Envi ronmental |npact Statenment (DSEIS) was filed in the
Environnental Notice Bulletin (ENB) on April 24, 2013 which
established a public coment period ending on May 24, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Agency established a public comment period on
conformance of the draft unit managenent plan anendnment with the
Adi rondack Park State Land Master Plan, which ran from May 15,
2013 t hrough June 4, 2013; and

WHEREAS, neither the Agency nor ORDA received any witten
comments during the respective public comment periods; and

VWHEREAS, ORDA, as |ead agency, filed its acceptance of the
Fi nal Suppl enmental Environnmental |npact Statenent (FSEIS) in the
ENB on June 12, 2013, 2013 and is expected to issue findings and
a decision ten days thereafter; and

VWHEREAS, the Adi rondack Park Agency has revi ewed the
proposed Wi teface Ski Center Intensive Use Area Unit Managenent
Pl an Amendnent for conformance with the SLMP;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that pursuant to Section
816 of the Adirondack Park Agency Act, the Adirondack Park
Agency finds the Wiiteface Mountain Ski Center |Intensive Use
Area Unit Managenent Pl an Amendnent/FSEIS, dated April 2013,
conforms with the guidelines and criteria of the Adirondack
State Land Master Plan; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Adirondack Park Agency
finds pursuant to 9 NYCRR 586.14 and 6 NYCRR Part 617.11, and
based on the record provided by the FSEIS presented to the
Agency, that the nanagenment actions contained therein are:

e Intended to protect the unit’s natural resources,
character and recreational use according to the
provi sions of the Adirondack Park State Land Managenent
Pl an.

e Intended to protect rare, threatened and endangered
species found within the Witeface Muntain Ski Center
I ntensive Use Area, with particular attention to
Bi cknel |’ s Thrush and ot her high-el evation bird species
inthe vicinity of Little Witeface Muntain, through
continued scientific nonitoring and avoiding the
potential for habitat disturbance.
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e Intended to increase public understandi ng about
Bi cknel |’ s Thrush habitat, natural history and threats to
its population dynamcs in the Northeast and Cari bbean
wi ntering grounds through the devel opnent of public
educational materials and pronoting contributions to a
Bi cknel |’s Thrush habitat protection fund.

e Intended to protect species and ecol ogi cal conmunities
identified as rare, threatened or endangered.

e Intended to accommpdate public recreational needs
i ncl udi ng skiing, snowboarding, biking and ot her
activities permtted in the Wiiteface Muntain Ski Center
| nt ensi ve Use Area.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that consistent with the soci al
econonmi ¢ and ot her essential considerations, fromanong the
reasonabl e alternatives, the action approved is one which
m nimzes or avoids adverse environnental effects to the maxi mum
extent practicable, including the effects disclosed in the Final
Suppl enment al Environnmental |npact Statenent and that any adverse
environnmental inpacts will be avoided or mninmzed to the
maxi mum extent practicable by incorporation of the mtigation
measures identified in the FSEI'S; and

BE I T FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Adirondack Park Agency
aut horizes its Executive Director to advise the Conm ssioner of
Envi ronnental Conservation and the President and Chief Operating
Oficer of the Adynpic Regional Devel opnment Authority of the
Agency’s determination in this matter upon the O ynpic Regi onal
Devel opnent Authority’s issuance of findings and deci sion,
provi ded that there are no substantive changes to the Final
Suppl emrent al Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent.

Ayes: R Booth, S. Craig, A Lussi, F. Mezzano,
D. Scozzafava (DOS), R Stegemann (DEC)
W Thomas, L. Urich, W Valentino, C Way

Nays: None
Abst ent i ons: None
Absent : Desi gnee, DED
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